C2      NATIONAL EDUCATION IN INDIA

inheritance incapacitates us from political
progress on democratic lines*

" Inherent differences in f racial vitality/ "
remarks Professor Todd, " though frequently
asserted, are by no means demonstrated/'
Brain weight, he adds, " corresponds in no
way to degree of intelligence, Craniometry
is of no value in attempting to fix racial
differences. Recent studies in human pig-
mentation show that it, too, is not a funda-
mental mark of social character, Skin
pigment is a protection against too much
sunlight and varies with intensity of sun*
light."

The Indian mind has for some centuries
been more or less in a state of captivity,
The strict regulated life of the Skastras and
the Sham, the rule of the priest, the lack of
opportunities for education, the constantly
disturbed conditions of the country, the
philosophical pessimism of the creeds and
the cults, the belittling of life by centuries
of monasticism and asceticism, all had for
some time combined to make life in India
static rather than dynamic* Voices were
from time to time raised against the gross
forms of worship and ritual followed by
the people, but they were not powerful
enough to make an effective crusade against